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According to a widespread view among legal scholars, jurisprudence is better regarded as branch of 
practical philosophy. Therefore, law is to be examined primarily through the eyes of practical 
reasoning and reasons for action. However, it hasalso been argued that this view is notto be taken for 
granted, or mustbe directly dismissed. 

 
The view that Jurisprudence is a branch of practical philosophy, or its negation, can have several 
effects in the main legal-theoretical concepts. For example: on the way in which legal scholar’s 
activities are conceived and carried out; on the way in which some legal concepts (for example, “law”, 
“authority”, “normativity”, “legal argumentation”, and so on) are considered and characterised as 
fundamental; on how legal science and legal statements are understood; on how relations such as 
those between law and morality and law and coercion are to beenvisioned; and so on. 

 
The aim of this workshop is to inquire into the relationship between jurisprudence and practical 
reason, instead of taking it for granted. In order to do so, our initial proposal is: 

1) To consider the pros-and-cons of using this reasons-for-action paradigm regarding to law 
and jurisprudence, and to analyse whether this paradigm helps us in better grasping legal 
practice; 
2) To evaluate the possibility of using a different paradigm for jurisprudential analysis, either 
taking a new and novel path, or retaking an already existent one; and 
3) To discuss some related works that use practical reasoning and reasons for action as 
(either methodological or conceptual) core notions. 

 

Interested speakers are welcome to send an abstract of their presentation (max. 750 words, 
references excluded) to praj.ivr2019@gmail.com. 


