
 

 

 

 
Master Programme 2014-15 

LL.M. Legal Theory 

 

Law and Logic / Legal Argumentation 

Jan. 7-9, 2015 
(Workload 28hr / 4 ECTS) 

 

This intensive course will last three days. The class will consist of participants of the Master Programme 
LL.M. Legal Theory 2014-15 and of students being interested in the specific field of logic and methodology 
in law. For students who consider to apply for the2015-16 class of the Master Programme, the course is the 
perfect way to get familiar with the Master Programme and its students and to tentatively pass a first class 
counting in 2015-16. 

The first class of the course (2 days) on “Logic, argumentation, and legal reasoning” will deal with law and 
logic in particular (concerning deductive and non-deductive reasoning in law), the second mainly with 
argumentation and interpretation. 

 I. Logic, argumentation, and legal reasoning 

The first part of the course consists of the class: “Logic, argumentation, and legal reasoning.” This offers a 
detailed presentation of (propositional / predicate) deductive logic, as well as the use of logic for capturing 
representing (deontic and Hohfeldian) modalities and inference to the best explanation. Thus, it presents 
some aspects of non-deductive reasoning in law, such as defeasible reasoning, including argumentation 
schemes, inductive, abductive and analogical reasoning. 

It is important to learn the way in which these methods of argumentation can assist legal analysis. 
Background knowledge in formal logic can be a very powerful tool for use in legal theory, for developing 
doctrinal legal research, for working in legal informatics (the application of computer programs to the 
analysis of law), and, more generally, for the practice of law, not the least in the field of comparative and 
global law enabling there increasing coherence and consistency. 

 

II. Argumentation and Interpretation 

In present legal systems, constitutional interpretation is, more and more, the center of the legal systems. 
Legal doctrine in constitutional law does in the main reconstruct what the courts decide. This is especially 
true of European law since the EU court in Luxemburg rather frankly has been taking the role of legislation. 
Seen from a distance, the complex and problematic interplay of the courts in Luxemburg, Strasburg and the 
national constitutional courts (especially the German court in Karlsruhe) is most illuminating the process of 
interpreting law combining the elements of legislation and mere adjudication of laws. 
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Time    Thursday, 7th Jan. 2015 - Saturday, 9th Jan. 2015 

Place    Goethe University, Westend Campus 

Time    Jan. 7 – 9, 2015 (Wednesday – Friday) 

Classes    10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Teaching body  /  subject matter 

Scott Brewer   Harvard University 

The Logocratic Method 

Samuel Meira Brasil  Tribunal de Justiça do Estado do Espírito Santo (TJES) 
Faculdade de Direito de Vitória (FDV) 

Non-monotonic Reasoning in Law  {Non-monotonic reasoning in general} 

Lorenz Schulz  Goethe University Frankfurt / practicing lawyer (www.roxin.de) 

Abductive Evidence      {Non-monotonic reasoning in particular} 

João Maurício Adeodato Universidade Federal de Pernambuco in Recife 

Rhetorical Analysis in Interpreting Statutes 

Readings 

All readings for the course will be made accessible online during the course. It is not necessary to study the 
materials in advance, since the course will take you through them at the appropriate speed. Especially if 
you have not studied logic before, we suggest that you attend the course, and then go through all the 
material. In case you want to read some materials before class, you will be provided with some (not all) 
readings in advance (you will receive an e-mail on how to access the links). - Please note that all materials 
will in principle only be available in electronic format.  

Tuition 200,00 / 100,00 EUR 

Application Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main, Fachbereich Rechtswissenschaft 
Prof. Dr. Lorenz Schulz 
Grüneburgplatz 1, 60323 Frankfurt am Main 
Tel.  +49 (0) 69-798 34341 / Fax.  +49 (0) 69-79 83 45 23 
Use application form (www.legaltheory.eu) and mailto: L.Schulz@jur.uni-frankfurt.de. 

Deadline Dec. 21, 2014 

Note This course serves as a part module of the 2014-15 programme of the Frankfurt LLM Legal Theory, 
co-organized with the European Academy of Legal Theory (www.legaltheory.eu). 

- Concerning the curriculum of the LLM, the division into two parts broadly follows the idea that there 
is law in the books and law in action. Whereas law in the books primarily was treated before by the 
obligatory modules A1 – A3 and B1 – 2 with respect to comparative law, European integration and 
global law, law in action is the subject of the legal sociology module E1 (“Sociology and 
Anthropology of Law”, following this C2 module).  

- This course is also open to students not enrolled in the class of 2014-15 concerned with logic in law. 
It serves as introduction for future participants of the LLM Legal Theory class of 2015-16, the ECTS 
record of this course will be integral; at the same time, the course tuition will be compensated. 
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